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B s i Years o Go in Red Chma Pr:son B
R e . i R ze HY' ung-—the"l‘.;n‘e of the Grass Green"
By \VI\LLIAM‘ G. MILLER =~ .
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Chma Peking.

o L ’ TS where Fecteau has been held 13 years, ever since he ‘ .
:The recipient: Rmhard George Fecteau, 38,.o£; ‘and John T.-Downey, 41, of New Britain, Ct,, were.; _
i Lynn.- i

* "+ 'rcaptured as a% ents of the Central Intelligence Agency
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For 22 h(mm ﬁaﬂmzed

{ they are confined fn thei

PRSI TOr RS ﬁmﬁljﬁﬁﬁp&om%ﬁ%?ﬁﬁ% a3

ame between Canton ond Pe- “Jack an

§ separate cells with nothing to ' king Upiversities.

wonth, ‘his letters home often ig,. hair, 1t won't be long be-

; do excepr read and thilm‘
. about lost'years, . ° i
( A

n

+ 'They are accused of train-
ing and parachuting Chinese/
Nationalist teams into Red
China for espiom ge

The Ameucans were . eap-
tured in 1952, ‘when according
“to Peking, their plane was i
" ghot down over Manchuria
' an agent and drop supplies to g
_others,. .

The United St'ttes contends :
the two are merley cnilian'
employees of the Dgfenqe De- A

- partment who were ‘hitehing a
'. ride on a plane that vanished
i on a flight. from Korea . to .
i Japan.

The Red Chinese, ‘who in-;

i

{ at their spectacular 1054 trial,
§ clearly regard them as no or- i
t dinary prisoners.
“ 5 In - 1960, Chinese Prem1er
KChou En-lai snapped that "aqi
alrborne seerai agents” the two i
[are m ta very specxal cateJ
. BOY v
l . political prisoners undergo m\
! terrngation and “thought re- !
{ form” prior to their: formal |
“ trial. For most it is a stop
- on the road to larger jailq

The a'rtltude of the Chlmse
i toward -their “special pll/p
| ers” has two -sides.

while aticmpting to pick up’

‘says.

duced confessions from the two'

"X ou den't
pleased I was,”
in a letter home,

Yef these unexprlained‘ nnﬂ

PRI ST,

- infrequent excursions spread
'over 13 yesrs-are mere breaks i
“in a pattern of prison Lf_,
marked by boredom and in- '
activity, -

A

Fecteau's days are lopg and b
tedious though not as harsh as
‘his first two and & half years
‘when he was held in solitary’,
confinement. Then h~ was not ||
‘even allowed to ‘shauve. . -

“That was pretty tough,” he.
“There, was no one to
‘talk to and nothmg to read

wand nothmg to do. I got a

nervoqs txck but that's gone
.now, S
From his solitary cell h°
‘wrote to his mother,. Mr si
FPhilip Fecteau. 15 Wyman st ;
Lynn. “You know I can’t stand
ithat, Mother. I have to have
someone {o talk “to. .
. Teday, Fecteau Ahas hme
“one to talk to -~ = Ch111~<e

- Fecteau himself in now fluent
: in. both speakmg and readmg
Chinese,

Several txrnes, Fecteau has!
requested that he and Downey:!
# share the same cell, but thls
i’has been demed \ ]

-

At first vigid and forbidding,,

iPekmg has become more lens|-
tient in later years. Several!

ﬂnwever, the Amermans get
together for two hours each’

: jars of peanut -butter, cheese,
Cur-{|
In Grass Basket 200 to 400 ! celimate who speaks English, [Tently en route, is a fruit eake

seen since they were 18 months
old, - i

The glrls, 15-year-old Sid-’
nice -and Suzon, live in Lynn

with Fecleau’s, ex-wife, Mar-
garet. Dis second wife died in -
"a Maryland fu'e after hls
'captme. S

i Tao. h1s children he wrote one
l(.hrl:tmas “If I were home,
f\ld put a bike in each of your
islockings. Where I am,

lcouldn't get you a bag of jelly

)

pans. .
‘ -Fach month, hxs ‘mother is|

,aHr)wed to send two 11 1b. food
parcels. A must jtem is coffee
_. six ounce jars of instant.

Fecteau greeted the :last
haich -with: “Now I can pay
.back the coffee to Jack which
I owed him and build up a
small reserve.”

Another mandatory item is
tea bags -~ something that no
doubt amuses thé\Chmese,
tea-drinking people.

' Fecteau also looks foward to

tuna fish and cookies.

]

i

knnw how including a separate note for' fore we look like gold-domed:
Fecteau says the twin daughters he has not Buddhas.”

Reading helps fill the pruonf
vears, but all material is close.
i1y sereened. From his mother,
ihe receives the New Yorkerg
‘National Geographic and the
 sports pages from the news-.l
rpaper<.

Readers Digest, Time and
'other news and opinion sheets‘

|are “prohibited as anti-Com< :

Js provided.
- Fecleau's only books have
" iéen the works of Marx, En
s, Stalin, Lenin, Mao Tse«
tung and the Western classicd
of- Dickens, Mann and Cer-
vame: .

munist. A Chmeqe newspape]

One of the primary fune-
tions of Grass Rasket f’rlson,
is- the “thought reform”™ of,
prisoners. 'In processes that’
often last seVeral years pris-,
oners are mdured-—~by studVQ
and self-examination ~ to ar-
rive at a feeling of repentance
snd_develop a political aware-!
ness. _ oo
: 1
Fecteau haq never mentioned)
any lectures in his letters
home. And as late as 1957,
Downey said nn educational
programs, had  been offered,
since his imprisonment. -

that should arrive in tu-ne for
IThanksgiving.

. The Liynn man aeighed 205‘

Ibs on his b ft 11 in. frame

then captured in 1952, Today. i

111e says he's putting on welght.

I
g

The exact nature 'of ' his
prison diet is unkaown, but
he has some meat and al one

: ‘tlmes the Americans have heen! afternoon during the exercise! i o\ iq  he  was getting |

. \ when the street children were

' taken on tours of the countrV——L
L

|'apparently for
tpuxposes '

i Twice, Fecteau and DOWnGV
{have seen the Great Wall of)
f China, * visiting 'co*nmunal
{ farms en route.

‘" In 1956, a tour took them
| through Hangchow, Marbin,|
" Chenyang, Nanking, Wuhan,
[ and Shanghai. -

' Fecteau had visited Shanghm
before as a merchant seaman

pxopaganda

{ in rags.

» This time he said: “If you
[ "‘notice the kids now, they look
well taken care of, Thein
clothes are not from Xen.

»nedy's, but they all havel
| clothes.” - ,
' Last Tall, Fecteau and

Downey were glven a four-
(day tour of historic spots in
;Pekmg, mdudmg the ancient

¥Ming Tombs m the outsklrts. "

For I‘ecteau,v former Lynn
Classical High fontball co-
eaptain and grg star gt B
ton University aﬂbtliﬁ
special highlight. e

Y

per in- the prison court

»

'rard. There thcy swap read-
ing matetrial” and " food sent
from home.

. Unlike 'the main prison,;
mass Basket has no machine
gnops or mills, so Fecteau is
pot permitted to wark,

. The only physical diversioris '

are cleaning out his 12 by 15
fi. cell and washing his clothes
{uciivities prohibited while in
folitary  confinement) and
(-igr;ing in a small garden with-
in the prison yard. On the

r_‘wnlrn. prisoners grow vege

{ables. such as .eggplant "an
cucumbers,

l'acte.xus enly real contact
with the outsxde world is his’;
mother whn visited him-in.
1956 . and 18 * permitted o :
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bread instead of rice. R ernnt]v

. e wrote asking fof a4 jar bl
‘Thoney to spread with his Chi- |
nese pancakes,

Pn:nn fare mclunes threP
Iméasures.of boiled water a da},.
This makes tea or cnffee dand
Summer . is mixed with frmt
compounds and in Winter w1th
jello sent from home. '

In the enforced nectivity of;
prison life, fnod hecomes  a;
central thought It results in

{ure of an accused “super spy”

butter by brand name,

Fecteau survives the years
aided by an unimpaired sense
iof humor,

‘In the Summer muggmess of

\hls cell he can still say:

_... e e

the tragically hummouq mc-\

debating the merits of, peanut g

Fecteau’s mother managed t
send her son a Bible which he
has read from cover to cover

here are no church sevvice:
‘in the prison, so Sundgy bes
comes the -day Fecteau | iqiens
to classical music on the radin,
7 “And —.in one of those, un-
explained Chinese gestuy e" e
Fecteau and Downey on thelr
four-day tour last Fallawer

and buy sheets for their cots.

g( His mother’s eves cloud, She
tsees the gathering storms on
th international honzon
\ “Seven years Is a long tnme {

1

Anything can happen. Mean
while we can only pray andt
wait -
yAfter '13 years, Fecteata
sgems clear-witted, -unbeatent
‘and res1gned to the seven
/S'ears ahead. m::;ab
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““Here a glass of cold beer or
;even water is something g
wdream ‘about. If I could get t
. the water I'd sit ‘up: to my

An!upmvoddibr Releasﬁck,cg}i ,g‘ﬂgz%“% Rooosoo1 70012 3. 3
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allowed to enter a Peking store; -

- Will Fecteau ever get home?i'
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